1. It has been shown that the annual mortality of large towns is always greater, in some cases to the extent of more than 2 per cent., in the worst-class streets than in first-class streets.* In the latter it is sometimes so low as 1.40 per cent.,f or 1 in 71 ; while in the former it is in one instance so great as 4 per cent., or 1 in 25.;}; 2. That the average age at death is considerably less in worst-class streets than in first-class streets. Thus in York it is 12f years less in the former than in the latter.?
3. That the average age at death of all who die is in most large towns from 15 to 35 years less among artisans than it is among the better classes.
Thus in Lancaster, the average age at death among a certain class of operatives (factory hands) is 14.8, while among the "gentry, professional persons, and families" it is 49.94. In Preston, among the operatives it is 18, and among the gentry 47 With the same view, Lord Lincoln's bill contains clauses which seem worthy of adoption, providing that these boards should be elected partly by the proprietors and occupiers of houses of the rateable value of L.10, partly by the trustees of the local acts, and partly by the town-council, and that one-third of their number should go out of office every third year.
In the event of such a board being formed in every town and district, the powers with which it appears desirable that it should be invested are the following. The selection of the mode of supply, whether on the intermittent plan or that of constant supply at high pressure, must depend on the physical advantages of different towns, the latter being adopted in all cases where it is practicable.
The imperfect supply of water afforded by public companies has been a fertile source of complaint in almost all large towns. The only effectual check which the public has upon water-companies, is that afforded by the formation of rival establishments, an expedient which may effect the desired object in the meantime, but sooner or later leads to an aggravation of the evils complained of. The experience of London and other large towns shows that the reduction of price which in such cases ensues at first, soon becoming ruinous to both parties, leads eventually to an amalgamation and a renewal of the monopoly. Even were the companies after their union willing to afford water at as low a remunerative rate as possible, it would be impracticable for them to do so nearly as cheaply as might have been done before the second company
